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Congratulations graduates! Soon, young kindergartners will become 1st-graders and wear those bright yellow hats.
6th graders will finally change to new uniforms and become the youngest students in school again. 3rd-year junior
high schoolers have overcome their exams and will set off to high school, ready for countless new friends. And 3rd-
year high schoolers will head to university or start a job, now finally adults. Here in Japan, March is an exciting time
of endings, change, and anticipation for what the future holds. But in America, March is not a month of partings
like it is here. The school year in America begins in August or September, and ends in May or June. The partings that
come with graduation are ones that come with the start of summer. | remember my own graduations, and how | sat
in my cap and gown, outside in a stadium, listening to speeches under the warm sun of early summer. As the other
graduates and | threw our caps into the air at the end of the ceremony, | knew that my life would be very different
by the end of summer.

| work at Ariake Junior High School and the surrounding elementary schools. This will be my fourth graduation
ceremony here. | met this year’s junior high school graduates when they were still 6th-graders in elementary school.
But now, it’s already time for them to finish their compulsory education. In just the blink of an eye, they’ve grown
taller, started studying harder, become strong leaders, and are getting ready to head off to high school in just a few
weeks. It’s been such a pleasure to see them and all of my students grow over these three short years.

For those graduating this March, graduation is a time of excitement, tears, anticipation,
and unknowns. It’s hard to know what the future holds, but | wish you the best of luck for

whatever path awaits you! Go out there and do your best!/
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