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| have been studying Japanese for eight years. There are many things that are difficult about
learning the language. But when | first started the hardest part was kanji.

The Japanese textbook | used in university focused on spoken Japanese, and was written

entirely in romaji. | was able to quickly progress in speaking because of that, but reading

x i

was still a big weakness. There were times | thought it would be impossible for me to read "IN 280 zs.
AEZFEFTDHDLDICHE

Japanese. T8I 5 v v I4EE

| did many things to overcome this weakness. First, | started to study kanji every day. Before, because | thought
it was difficult, | didn’t study hard and quickly forgot what | studied. | also realized that studying kanji on its
own was not good enough, | needed to understand it within written Japanese as well. | started to read simple
newspaper articles and manga in Japanese. Seeing a word in context makes it easier to remember. And once |
see a word | studied in a place that isn't a textbook, I'll never forget it again. There was no better feeling than
seeing a difficult kanji and being able to read it with no problems.

| found that this type of learning not only works for kanji, but for everything | wanted to get better at in my
daily life. When | first came to Tamana, | was eating dinner at the convenience store every day. | always told
myself that | needed to cook more. But it wasn’t until | actually started cooking for myself that | became better
at cooking. The best way to learn any skill is diligence, and there is no replacement for practice. So whether you
want to enjoy the taste of food you made yourself, or reading a difficult text in a foreign language, the first and

most important step is to take that first step.

““““““““““““““““““
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THHIFTU,

CDIIRZETTART DIeHICE DN DT EZPUE U, I . BHEFOMEZ UF Ulc, BERS (EFEFE# UL
EBVAATHEET BKICIHNT, MEELIECEE T CICENTWVENSTY, RIT, BFOMEEIT DL
[FTREATDRESLTETF Uleo HAX DR TEBTERITINEEGN DY FB . ZDIct. BEGIRIEES
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DXDPTHEARES., BITNDEEFHYFTA, BER<KHEUWVEFEFOIEEEEFRETUR,
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JVEZTEVWFUL, [BOTESKBE»] EVDDHBERICE>TLFELIED, Lo THZIFTEFLELFEA
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