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COBRICHEE LT a0,

Hello, I'm Matthew Shioshita. I'm the Assistant Language Teacher (ALT) at Tamana Machi Elementary School
and Tamana Junior High School.

In America and some other western countries, we have middle names, for example, my middle name is
Toshio. | was named after my grandfather. All eight of my great grandparents were born and raised in Japan
and then immigrated to the United States over a hundred years ago! My great grandparents came from
Hiroshima, Fukuoka, Toyama, and Kanagawa. | came to Japan because as a Japanese American, Japanese
culture has always felt familiar, yet so far away at the same time.

As a yonsei (fourth generation Japanese American), | have always made it a priority to learn and maintain
Japanese traditions whenever possible. I’'ve enjoyed being immersed in Japanese life and being able to
facilitate cross-cultural exchange. | came to Japan to hopefully facilitate an environment where | can not only
learn about Japanese experiences but also educate Japanese communities on how my family’s traditions
have changed through the generations. As an ALT, I’'m able to gain first hand experience interacting with the
most authentic people from any community, children. Being an ALT is rewarding because | not only get to
work with children but | can learn and connect with them. Living in Japan for the last two years has given me
an amazing opportunity to experience Japanese culture in one of the most organic and natural ways possible.

Finally, do you all know your family crest? Incidentally, my family crest is the “Ken Katabami.”
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