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Hello, I'm Matthew Shioshita. I'm the Assistant Language Teacher at Tamana Machi Elementary School and
Tamana Junior High School. I've also spent time at Gyokyuro Elementary and Middle School. Over the last
three years, I've lived in Tamana but sadly, this will be my final year living here. When | moved to Tamana

it was my first time traveling to Japan. I'm extremely lucky that | moved to a place where everyone was

so welcoming and kind. I’'m truly grateful to everyone in Tamana, but especially to all my
students, past and present. Everytime | ran into one of you at a festival, sports day, or even
a convenience store | was so happy that you greeted me and were willing to chat with me.
There was never a day that | dreaded going to work. Talking with everyone at club activities or
after school was so fun and memorable. | always appreciated when you guys recommended
places that | should visit, or even the best convenience store snacks. I'll never forget talking
with you guys about your favorite songs, movies or even your favorite onigiri flavor. | really
admired your guys' everyday passion and friendly attitude. | was so overjoyed every time you
guys taught me Japanese. I'll always remember the words you taught me like “ &3k ” (hot air
balloon), “# (& > < ¥J) ” (pinecone), or jokes like “ 7 7t — ". Working with all the students in

Tamana really made my time in Japan special. Over the last three years I've learned so much Hello, g, 0
“Mett was

Fiad for sppgos o

Fou '/&;é‘v .

from everyone that I've been inspired to pursue becoming a teacher. In the future, | really
hope to return to Japan and teach in a community as amazing as Tamana. Working with/ _

everyone in Tamana has really been such a blessing that I'll never forget.

____________________________
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